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Jane Austen was born in 1775. She grew up with her  
six brothers and sister in a small village in Hampshire,  
England. Jane wrote stories based on the world  
she knew and by the time she was 23 had written  
three famous novels, including Pride and Prejudice.
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“It is a truth universally acknowledged, 
that a single man in possession of a 

good fortune, must be in want of a wife.”

Mrs. Bennet must find husbands for her daughters, 
but rich Mr. Darcy is rude and Elizabeth Bennet 

wants to marry for love.
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Mrs. Bennet thought they would be a perfect match 
for Elizabeth and Jane.

Mrs. Bennet so wanted her girls to be married, she could think of nothing else. 
One summer’s day, two gentlemen rode into town. 

Mr. Bingley was very rich. Mr. Darcy was richer still.



Spring came. Elizabeth went to visit Charlotte 
and Mr. Collins. They were asked to dinner with  

a grand lady called Catherine de Bourgh.

Lady Catherine’s nephew arrived.  
It was Mr. Darcy!

After that, Elizabeth 
found herself bumping  
into him everywhere 

she went.



Elizabeth told Mr. Darcy 
that Mr. Wickham had warned 

her that he was cruel.

Mr. Darcy left.

One evening, Mr. Darcy 
came to visit Elizabeth.

He told her that he had tried 
not to fall in love with her  
because her family was not 
very elegant and her younger 
sisters had bad manners.  

He had even warned 
Mr. Bingley not to 
marry Jane.

Elizabeth was angry. She could never marry 
someone who had made her sister unhappy!

“You must
allow me to tell 

you how ardently 
I admire and 
love you.”

“I had not 
known you a 

month before I felt 
that you were the 

last man in the world 
whom I could ever 
be prevailed upon 

to marry.”



The next morning, Elizabeth received  
a letter. It was from Mr. Darcy:

He explained that he had been 
worried that Jane didn’t really 

love Mr. Bingley.

Elizabeth felt confused. 
Was Mr. Darcy cruel, 
or was Mr. Wickham  

the villain?

Mr. Wickham had once  
pretended to be in love  
with Mr. Darcy’s sister.

He said that Mr. Wickham  
was not an honest man. 



Months passed. Elizabeth went traveling with her aunt and uncle.  
They looked around a stately home called Pemberley. It was Mr. Darcy’s house. 

Elizabeth was beginning to like Mr. Darcy,  
but then she received another letter...

Suddenly, Mr. Darcy arrived 
home. He invited Elizabeth  

to meet his sister.



Mr. and Mrs. Bennet of Longbourn had five daughters. 
Mary was just as studious, Kitty was slightly less silly 

and Lydia—now Mrs. Wickham—was still mischievous.

But Jane became Mrs. Bingley and Elizabeth married her Mr. Darcy.

Mr. Darcy had done all of these things because he loved Elizabeth.

“Your family 
owes me nothing.  
Much as I respect  
them, I thought 
only of you.”
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Ahoy! Come sail the ocean blue with Captain Ahab, Ishmael, Queequeg, and 
the rest of the crew! The search is on for the great white whale, and the captain 
won’t give up on this voyage until Moby Dick is found. With colorful artwork and 
quotes from the original text, Herman Melville’s nautical adventure is retold for 
children in a fun, new way that highlights friendship. This is a book to be treasured 
throughout childhood and beyond.

After training as an editor in London, MANDY ARCHER went on to become the Head of 
Children’s Books for BBC Worldwide, nurturing such characters as Wallace & Gromit 
and Bob the Builder. Since then she has written all kinds of titles, ranging from board 
books right up to teen fiction. She enjoys talking to children in schools about fairy 
tales and story writing. Mandy and her family live near a racecourse on Epsom Downs, 
England.
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In Pride and Prejudice, children are invited into the Regency period to meet the 
Bennet sisters, Mr. Darcy, Mr. Bingley, and other beloved characters from Jane 
Austen’s classic tale. Elegant balls, surprise proposals, and a visit to Pemberley 
are just a few events to look forward to in this story about appearances, misun-
derstandings, and love. Quotes from the original text are woven throughout this 
retelling, and the imaginative artwork will engage readers of all ages. This is a 
book to be treasured throughout childhood and beyond.

STEPHANIE CLARKSON  lives in leafy Surrey, England, with her husband, two daughters, and 
a very hairy hound named Bob. She began her writing career as a journalist at Britain’s 
Daily Mail newspaper and continues to write for the British press while dreaming up 
stories for children. Steph has written everything from pocket money books to gift 
titles and is the author of Sleeping Cinderella and Other Princess Mix-ups, illustrated by 
Brigette Barrager (Scholastic). 

ANNABEL TEMPEST  loves her job —nothing makes her happier than creating patterns, 
drawing characters, cutting, sticking and coloring. During her career she has illustrated 
everything from children’s books and greetings cards to maps and packaging. She lives in 
England in deepest, darkest Somerset. She has a home full of boys—a big one, some small 
ones and a couple with waggy tails! Annabel is bursting with ideas and gets very excited 
about working on new pictures.

BabyLit® Storybooks give 
classics new life for the next 
generation of early readers.

BabyLit® primers have become the chic, smart way to introduce babies to the 
most beloved and readable literature of our time. Now we present a delightful 
collection of lap books for early readers and their parents. Each book in the 
BabyLit® Storybook series retells a story from literary canon with easy-to-
follow text and engaging artwork. These engaging books are ideal for ages 3 to 
5 but will be enjoyed by children and adults alike.




