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Nails, screws, lumber and some elbow grease are
about all that’s needed to create the magic and
adventure of a private hand-made wooden

kids’ club in the treetops. Build Hobbit Treehouse, a
Pirate Ship Playhouse with water cannons, or any of 40
unique projects by following simple steps in Treehouses
& Playhouses You Can Build.

Detailed step-by-step instructions and beautiful
hand-drawn illustrations make these backyard-construction
activities as much fun to craft as they will be to use.
Parents and children can spend time together sculpting
in the sky and learning woodworking skills just by set-
ting aside a few weekends to go outdoors and build. Kids
and adults alike will have a beautiful, wild space to call
their own for hours of creative play or relaxation.

Treehouses & Playhouses shows the average “do-it-
yourself” family how to easily and affordably bring such
structures to life by their own hands in their own back-
yards. Choose from projects including a Victorian
Playhouse or Treeless Treehouse, a zip line, a crow’s nest,
an escape hatch, and a secret lock box. Use the skills you
learn from the detailed projects to build “fantasy” struc-
tures such as a Delta Wing Space Vehicle, Dragon House,
Jet Racer, Meditation Hut, or Swinging Treehouse.

For regular dads and moms or weekend carpenters,
this book offers a layperson’s manual to bring the dream
of an exciting and personal spot for the kids into reality.
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Author David Stiles, a designer/builder who has built sev-
eral houses in the East Hampton area, is also an illustrator
who specializes in writing “how-to” books. In the past,
David worked as an architectural renderer for most of the
leading architectural firms in New York City, and received
two awards from the NYC Planning Commission for his
playground design for handicapped children.

Author Jeanie Stiles is also an actress/model who
has appeared in hundreds of television commercials and
print ads, including American Express, Kodak, Hershey,
and Chase Manhattan Bank. With a Bachelor of Arts
in English Literature from Wheaton College in
Massachusetts, Jeanie has also taught ESL and English at
Baruch College in New York City. 

David and Jeanie have been writing “how-to” books
together for the past twelve years. Most recently, the
couple built a treehouse on The Today Show in
Rockefeller Center in New York. They divide their time
between New York City and East Hampton, where they
live in a barn they renovated together.
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“Jeanie and David Stiles are recreation experts,” 
says Matt Laurer of NBC’s The Today Show, when the Stiles built a “treeless” 

treehouse in only three hours at Rockefeller Center in New York City.

Treehouses & Playhouses You Can Build encourages families to work together to craft
beautiful simple structures that engage the creative mind and offer endless fun for
children and adults. Be inventive and make something wonderfully exciting where

your kids can spend hours with their imaginations and friends.

ISBN 13: 978-1-58685-780-6
ISBN 10: 1-58685-780-0





Pie-Rat Ship Playhouse

Note: The Pie-Rat Ship playhouse is a more advanced
building project and requires power tools. The dimensions
shown here are meant as a guide and may need to be
adjusted for your particular circumstances and needs as
construction proceeds.

How to Build
S T E P  1

Strongback
It is important to start out with a strong level
platform “strongback” on which to construct the
boat. This platform is made out of two 2x6s
screwed to two sawhorses. Normally, boats are
built upside-down during the first stage of con-
struction, but in this case, the ship is built right
side up. This avoids having to turn the boat over
later, which could damage 

STEP 2

Boat Floor
The boat floor is made out of a 4x8 piece of
3/4” plywood. Use a thin, flexible, 8-foot long
stick to draw the curves of the boat floor.
Using an electric jigsaw, cut out the bottom
floor of the boat and temporarily screw it to
the 2x6s on the sawhorse. Draw a line down
the exact center of the bottom floor. This line
will be used as a reference line when position-
ing the boat frames.

Cut out the forward, mid and transom frames
(and the seat) from another piece of 3/4” ply-
wood. Round off and sand smooth the inside
edges of the frames to prevent splinters. Cut
out a transom window from inside the tran-
som frame and save. Glue and screw the seat to
the floor. 

13
Kids love the fantasy associated with a pirate ship. From Peter Pan to Bluebeard, pirate leg-

ends live on and what better way to celebrate them than to build this pirate ship playhouse.

Kids can don pirate costumes, practice “pirate speak” and organize a pirate party all centered

around this terrific building project. (see Fig. 1)
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Pie-Rat Ship Playhouse

Glue and screw the three frames to the bottom
floor. To hold the frames in place until the glue
has dried, temporarily screw a 1x2 along the
top center of each frame. Cut the “stem” (for-
ward support) out of a 2x4 and temporarily
screw it in place. Once the frames are in place,
clamp and glue 2x2s to the inside edges of the
frames. This will provide more surfaces on
which to glue and screw the plywood to the
frames. 

STEP 3

Boat Sides
The boat sides are cut from 3 pieces of ply-
wood. Hold a piece of plywood up to one side
of the boat, temporarily screwing one end of
the plywood to the forward frame and bending
the rest of the 4x8 panel around the side of the
boat. Use a pencil to mark where the plywood
panel rests against the deck, the stern, and the

bottom of the floor. Follow the same procedure
for the other side of the boat and for the two
sidepieces at the front of the boat.

Use an electric jigsaw to cut out these pieces,
allowing for a lip around the top of each side-
piece. The railing is attached to this lip later on.
Grind and sand down the frames so that the
curved sides fit snugly against them, using a
block plane and a heavy-duty grinder.

Glue and screw the side panels to the frames on
each side, attaching screws every 3”. After the
sides are attached and sanded smooth, cut out
the six 12” x 12” gun ports (two in the middle
of each section), saving the cut out pieces to be
used later as gun port windows.

Note: It is easier at this point to paint the outside
of the hull a flat black and to stain the decks with
an oak-colored stain.


