Wangari Maathai (wun-GAH-ree muh-THIGH) was a Kenyan scientist who cared
about the environment and women'’s rights. After many of the forests in her country
were cut down, Wangari raised money to pay poor women to plant and care for
new trees. This helped regrow the forests and gave the women a way to provide

for themselves. Wangari’s ideas spread to many countries in Africa and beyond. In
2004, Wangari won a Nobel Peace Prize, the first one given to an environmentalist
and an African woman.
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Women struggled to feed their children.

Even the streams were gone.




She called the women to plant with her.
Getting started was hard. But then—












