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Alternatively, nail head detailing sends a more 

rigid signal, especially when profiling leather-clad 

club chairs. In a dispatch to the design world, 

Coco Chanel outlined a sofa with nail heads in the 

twenties, forever ensuring their popularity.

Most every room can benefit from a touch of the 

unexpected, whether one opens a guest closet 

door to a patterned paper or discovers chalk-

board paint on the back of a pantry door.

When the humble sit across from the grand, the 

ordinary across from the extraordinary, the latter 

are not necessarily the talking points. Accessories 

perceived as poor relations of their more refined 

cousins help signal that good taste is not about 

extravagance. 

A side table need not groan with accessories. But 

several small objects grouped together can bal-

ance a large, single object elsewhere in the room. 

Then, too, odd number groupings are most 

appealing. 

Whether jars, urns, vessels or pitchers, two dis-

parate objects the same size and shape com-

monly compete for attention, so avoid having 

them reside side by side. 

A tablescape with a variety of heights, textures 

and shapes makes the most artful display. Top a 

stack of books with a candlesnuffer or vessel of 

fresh flowers; nearby, place a few votives or an 

interesting antique from your travels. 

Details, Details, Details

For some, beauty is rich colors, a savvy mix of fabrics and pat-

terns and mellow old woods with warm patinas. For others, it 

is the luxury of perceived comfort, interesting collections and 

easy elegance. And for those who find these are not quite 

enough, it is subtle details that add interest to everything from 

bed linens to the leather upholstering a chair to door hard-

ware. To be sure, attention to minutiae has the potential of 

making the ordinary extraordinary:

No question, a tape trim adorning the skirt of a sofa, an otto-

man or a chair, makes a space more approachable by soften-

ing the tailoring while dressing up the room. 

Without looking as if it is trying, fringe mitigates hard edges 

on throw pillows while camouflaging seams and zippers, which 

are hardly chic. 

When it comes to adding interest to a crystal lamp, 

faux pearls belie their small size.

Monogramming adds a feminine touch to an oval-

back chair. 
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