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Leving Rooms and Keeping Rooms

Living and keeping rooms in the Early American home are often the epitome of
comfortable living spaces. These rooms, if designed well, embody the ideals spoken of
throughout this book. They are warm, inviting, and often display some of the most
notable visual treats for the eye, including historical art and artifacts. Here one may
escape the hustle and bustle of modern living more fully, surrounded by treasures and
stories of bygone years. Living and keeping rooms also potentially offer a wider available
palette of historical materials, textures, colors, and furnishings than other spaces in the
home, allowing the perfect blend of focal points, repetition with variation, and harmony

(some of the principles of design highlighted throughout this book).

I’ve also seen living and keeping rooms that perfectly blend modern technologies, with
cozy in-floor heating, large-screen entertainment centers hidden imaginatively behind
vintage doors, and dramatic, artistic lighting never dreamed of by our ancestors. For these
reasons, living and keeping rooms can be some of the most enjoyable spaces to create in

the Early American home.

What, you may ask, is the difference between a living and a keeping room? It’s whatever
you want it to be. In today’s world, these spaces are most often referred to as living rooms

(or great rooms when combined with dining and /or kitchen spaces).








