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a return to simpler living
What is an Early American country home? It’s
unpretentious, not fancy. It’s rustic . . . but not.
It’s country—downhome country. It’s simple—in
fact some might call it primitive. But most of all,
it just feels like home.
In some cases, the owners of the homes featured here have added graceful touches to the
bones of great old houses, while maintaining
their historical grounding to the past. In others,
owners have created contemporary country
homes that fit snugly into Early American traditions, sometimes even using historical materials
to better evoke the timeless simplicity of
country living.
Author Tim Tanner and his wife Johnna restored
their first nineteenth-century home in 1988, and
have been involved in restoration and reproduction projects using reclaimed materials ever
since. This book is meant to be an inspiration
and resource for anyone interested in building,
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re-creating, restoring, or just enjoying simple
Early American country styling.
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Neary Home
Southern Litchfield County, Connecticut
ca. 1784–1810
There is something extremely special about an original old New England home, as
is the case with Larry and Sandy Neary’s home in Litchfield County, Connecticut. Johnna
and I lived in Connecticut for several years in a ca. 1750 Colonial home, not far from the
Neary Home. Weekends would often find us in parts of Litchfield County—it is such a
picturesque part of New England. So it has been an exceptional treat for us to acquaint
ourselves with the Neary Home.
The home was built around 1800, give or take a few years. Some records show the house
being built in 1794, while the family bible of the Weltons, the original owners, mention the
date of 1810. Remarkably, it stayed in the Welton family for about 150 years. The Weltons
sold the property in the 1950s to businessman George Pratt, who in the 1960s sold it to an
investment strategist named Emitt Noland.
The Master Bedroom, another portion of the home that has been
tastefully added on. The wonderful painted mantle is old material,
reused in a creative way. The creative and slightly whimsical floor
paint is based on Early American decorative styling.
New England Classic Cottage
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