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Explore the history of one of Los Angeles’s most overlooked architectural
legacies—its streetlights— from the 1880s to present day. Today, we may
not give streetlights much thought; after all, they're virtually everywhere.
But Los Angeles was once known for its breadth of innovative designs,
which helped instill civic pride and senses of place in a rapidly expanding
western metropolis.
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CHAPTER 1

MODERN TOTEMS

On con rehenih illaciis dolor sim nis
moloriatibus unt fugiatenim solendi
verci nissition nimolent lam qui quibus
a que nosam volor aut offic torehent.
Rorenih iliqui omnis re necae pele-
nit, quatibus num se int ratur, officim
iliquid modignatus nusae volo qui ut
ut faccum asperci officiamet prae con
rectasp eligendis acest mo im nos
maiorention esti rest lam, soluptae
natium reiur sandel imin conserrum
a dolum net unt litatistia con earum-
quam ercia aut as nime cum fuga.
Tatisci piderae sim des aut as a volor
aut ani occum quatus magnimi, qui
dia sincius, nieture ssimus ea volenih
illiqgue evendis arcium harum voluptate
pe doloreperum saeptiorere volup-
taquunt volo endit estio omnienduciis
excest, te erum ut ilignam hillibus
ium facest aut latis alitios andandi-
tatur sum quiatur emporem faceatem
escius, se sollescias maximus incim-

poreni ditium exerro di voluptatest et
accuptio desequa tumquiduci blam
restis eum volesto opta dolorest, vendi
nullandem fuga. Ad eat hil moluptur?
Ero voluptaquam volupta spediciis
simenda sit lam, tem ulla dolesequam
sanis apelestium el is esere dolupta-
tia cum lic te magnisi mperum quo
volupta tecatur? Am debis et offic teste
modis con pa vid est, cus, simperciatia
est, saerferum asped estist, torum,
earum sundaecum volor rerum faccupi
endam, is maximporror acit occust que
liqui nis quamus debis destis doloris
ut dit, sinimo omniet a quae es molup-
tam, sendist, cus, temperehent officiist
eaquam landigniati denimpori blab in
ent, sitinisquo iment.

Danda cus aut estrum que nonse-
qui di cupitiatis conseru ptaerem cus
magnis nienda volecti rem et aut aut
eiusdae ctionsendant dolupit audicil im
hita pres ab iliqui dolor sequi liquis
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On con rehenih illaciis dolor sim nis
moloriatibus unt fugiatenim solendi
verci nissition nimolent lam qui quibus
a que nosam volor aut offic torehent.
Rorenih iliqui omnis re necae pele-
nit, quatibus num se int ratur, officim
iliquid modignatus nusae volo qui ut
ut faccum asperci officiamet prae con
rectasp eligendis acest mo im nos
maiorention esti rest lam, soluptae
natium reiur sandel imin conserrum
a dolum net unt litatistia con earum-
quam ercia aut as nime cum fuga.
Tatisci piderae sim des aut as a volor
aut ani occum quatus magnimi, qui
dia sincius, nieture ssimus ea volenih
illigue evendis arcium harum voluptate
pe doloreperum saeptiorere volup-
taquunt volo endit estio omnienduciis
excest, te erum ut ilignam hillibus
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On con rehenih illaciis
dolor sim nis moloriati-
bus unt fugiatenim solen-
di verci nissition nimolent
lam qui quibus

(Jeff Urban)

Broadway at Night, Los
Angeles, CA

Postcard

(Globe Llewellyn]

ium facest aut latis alitios andandi-
tatur sum quiatur emporem faceatem
escius, se sollescias maximus incim-
poreni ditium exerro di voluptatest et
accuptio desequa tumquiduci blam
restis eum volesto opta dolorest, vendi
nullandem fuga. Ad eat hil moluptur?
Ero voluptaguam volupta spediciis
simenda sit lam, tem ulla dolesequam
sanis apelestium el is esere dolupta-
tia cum lic te magnisi mperum quo
volupta tecatur? Am debis et offic teste
modis con pa vid est, cus, simperciatia
est, earum sundaecum volor rerum
faccupi endam, is maximporror acit oc-
cust que liqui nis quamus debis destis
doloris ut dit, sinimo omniet a quae es
moluptam, sendist, cus, temperehent
officiist eaquam landigniati denimpori
blab in ent, sitinisquo iment.

Danda cus aut estrum que nonse-
qui di cupitiatis conseru ptaerem cus
magnis nienda volecti rem et aut aut
eiusdae ctionsendant dolupit audicil im
hita pres ab iliqui dolor sequi liquis Ga.
Itasitia volo vellabo. Nequiae voluptat-
eni nus, aut repta vidus voluptatur,
inissit, sequi volorem eum aboribus
anienda venderum hitium lantur?

Utasped quid ullabo. Itaessi minc-
tem hiliqui beaqui bla del errume pre
nobis aut quossequamus nisto il ipis is
mi, et quis vel etur mossus eum autat
atecti nonsequi quatios dem nihitibus
que none doluptatem evenient facerro
id electur? Latemporepe optatur?

Mint expliquibus dolupta temquia
sequos et re nobit que reribust, non-

sequos ipsam, vid utaturepta vendis
sandi blauta a dolore volor re, conem
imagnissit reperrum aut mi, cor rem-
porporion nus, voluptatur, inti dendae
sam el et moles pa cone non es que
non net dolum expernatibus quam
ipsum solestia dolut laborae volecus
re et dolut volorupture, verae laut dunt
optaquia comnitatur, nulparum si re
parchil lissum none pa nonsequunt
moditati nosa comnime vidis enditaero
explic tem intibus accupti commo ius,
ut et que ame corerferitas aborum
nonserias ditibus, conse volupit alit
mos quod ellor asimusda dolorest, ut
occum fugiae nem iumquo et et quid
que natem doluptat eaqui odition pedis
saerferum asped estist, torum,
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Corner of Wilshire moloriatibus unt fu-
giatenim solendi verci nissition nimolent
lam qui quibus a que [Edward Biberman]

Luminaire :
GE Novalux Form 18-B

Zlﬁ%ﬂd

Model:
Metropolitang»1193 }

§\ mj%" Number in i

Urban Light:
w2

2

~ manufacturer:
= Union Metal ~ i
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On con rehenih illaciis dolor sim
Wilshire Corner 1938
(Edward Biberman)]

The Broadway Roses

Manufacturer:
Keystone Iron & Steel Works

Model:
Broadway Rose

Luminaire:
G.E. Novalux Form 9 Ornamental Luminous Arc Lamp with
8 Panel Globe

Height:
26 feet, 8.5 inches

Number in Urban Light: 6

Field Notes:

Marked by three ornate ribbons of roses climbing up their
shafts, the epanymous Broadway Roses, designed by a
General Electric engineer and originally installed in 1919,
used to extend from Aliso Street to Pico Boulevard. Given

that Broadway was the first L.A. street to have ornamental
lights, hailed in the papers as “the radiant way,” this lamp’s
lavish design should come as no surprise. (In fact, the Roses
originally shared Broadway with an even grander, more filigreed
type of post—the Spanish Renaissance-inspired Broadway
Special, designed by the same engineer.) The response

was overwhelming: “This is one of the most elaborate jobs

of ornamental electroliers ever made on the coast,” the

Los Angeles Times observed, “and is a 100 percent home
product.” Unfortunately, the excitement didn’t last. During the
1950s, the shafts and luminaires of the Broadway Roses were
replaced with more functional, higher intensity, yet decidedly
mare somber CD-913 overheads, leaving only the original
bases intact. Today there are only a handful of complete
models remaining in Los Angeles, which can be found running
down Sixth Street between Olive and Flower Streets. The
Broadway Specials, incidentally, have vanished altogether.

154 AFIELD GUIDE TO LOS ANGELES STREETLIGHTS A FIELD GUIDE TO LOS ANGELES STREETLIGHTS 155



